The puerperal condition causes women to suffer from a very slight introduction of poison.
Dr Keiller remarked that the Society could never hear too much about puerperal fever, and considered Dr Baird's excellent observations not only most welcome, but worthy of all commendation. The subject of the communication was full of interest and practical import; it had often been brought forward and discussed in this and kindred societies, and though viewed and reviewed in all its bearings, it must be confessed that no small measure of " Dundrearyism" still exists regarding it. It is extremely difficult to say how much has been actually proved beyond all doubt as to its contagiousness?a point still so open to question as to make us hesitate in speaking boastingly of our specially advanced enlightenment. From being professionally older than perhaps any one present, he had enjoyed, at all events, a longer time for, if not also a longer practical experience in, observing and considering this, by some, settled matter; and the conclusion he had come to and was guided by after the most distracting, and therefore inconclusive, evidence for and against was this, that whether puerperal fever be or be not in the strictest sense of the word contagious, the duty of the accoucheur was clearly that of giving the benefit of the doubt to his parturient patients, by using every precaution against the communication of contagious influences. Dr Keiller referred to one or two cases in which he suspected he had personally communicated mischief ending in puerperal fever and death, but compared to the numerous times he had in consultation and otherwise exposed lying-in women to the risk of contagion, such instances were immeasurably few and far between. Years ago, when Physician to the Sick Children's Hospital, and when in daily attendance in the fever wards where scarlatinal cases were common, 
